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“FORD NECESSITY” 


The Ford Steering Control attaches to spokes of the steering wheel 
forming a cushion friction bearing about the bell shaped gear case. You can attach 
same in one minute’s time. No holes to bore, no parts to remove. 
With the Steering Control you can derive the same pleasure and safety in driving 
a Ford as you experience in the highest priced cars. 
What the people say the Ford Steering Control will do : 
. Relieves the strain from gripping steering wheel. 
. Lessens the danger of the car swerving one way or the other, preventing accidents. 
. Saves gasoline as the car travels in straighter line. 
Saves your tires,as it reduces the quiver which reduces friction on tires of front wheels. 
5. Reduces the rattle and shake fifty per cent, saving repairs. 
lack Enamel Ford Steering Contro) $2.50. Nickel Plated Ford Steering Control $3.00. 
All charges prepaid to your address. 


“Re-Flect-A-Lite Auto Lens” 


Give good light with none of the glare. Comply with the dimmer laws every- 
where. This means protection for the driver. Prevents accidents. Throws light 
through dust. Throws light through fog. Adds ten per cent to the looks of your car. 
Can furnish the Re-Flect-A-Lite Lens in all sizes. Send name and style of your car. 
Ford size, pr. $1.50. Larger sizes, pr. $1.65. Address all communication or orders to, 

Eagle Sales Company, Chanute, Kansas or 
Eagle Sales Company, Stanberry, Missouri. 
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‘*The Seeds That Yield 
Are Sold by Field’’ 


First class TESTED FARM and GARDEN SEEDS, also choicest 
varieties of FLOWER SEEDS and BULBS. 
Prompt service and square deals. 


“I have been getting my seeds from you for two years... 
I have such good luck with your seeds, I don’t buy any place 
else. — Indiana Customer” 


Henry Field Seed Co., Shenandoah, lowa. 





Artistic Pictures — Prayer-book size. 


Reproductions of charming pictures, in photo tone, on fine qual- 
ity paper. Anassortment of 10 subjects; with prayers on one side. 
Price per pack of 40 $0.30; Larger size per pack of 25 $0.30 


“Tabernacle and Purgatory,’’ Clyde, Mo. 


e wey e 
a a + RR aa 


With tender love the guardian angel watches over children 
because of their simplicity and innocence. 





“Unless you become as little children, you shall not enter 
into the kingdom of heaven”? (Matt. xviii. 3). 
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Fourth Discourse of Rev. Father Mateo, Apostle of the 


Enthronement of the Sacred Heart in Families. 
To the Academy Pupils of Vught, Holland. 





: Sacred Heart of Jesus. Your mission is to 
.4~¥ enkindle the flame of love in the hearts of the 
+ faithful! Remember that every Christian work 
not founded on great love, is nothing more than 
varnish, and will be of short duration. But if, 
for instance, a conversion is founded on love, it will be lasting. 
Love! This word includes everything! Love, like little Sister 
Teresa of the Child Jesus loved! We must not love Jesus by 
halves, we must love Him to the end. Had Jesus set limits to His 
love, how could He have thought of the Blessed Sacrament, or 
‘of His bitter passion? Never can we go to extremes in loving 
Jesus. Besides, Jesus accepts every proof of our love, as a 
personal favor. He blesses us and thanks us for it, like a beggar 
who receives an alms. Yes, He is the divine Beggar of love! — 
Do you know what He once said to St. Gertrude? “If thou 
receivest Me, thou art My heaven!” Ah, that He could say the 
same to us! 
Our dear Jesus accepts every one’s good will for the co- 


a se Y children, you have become little apostles of the 
PN 
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operation of His work. I know a poor feeble woman, seventy-five 
years of age, who in charity adopted two little orphans. This 
poor woman is truly a zealous apostolic soul, and speaks to people 
about the work so dear to her heart... Do you know how many 
enthronements she brought about by her efforts? — 900! — 900 
families gained for the love of the Sacred Heart! 


We Must Proceed Courageously. 


We must not go a round-about way; with boundless confidence 
we must set out directly for the goal. | will tell you an incident. 
When I was in Valparaiso, Chile, a young Portuguese lady came 
to me one day and said: “Father, | would be delighted to assist 
you in your work, and | desire thereby to obtain the conversion 
of my father. But this is not an easy matter; just think — now he 
has forbidden mother and me to go to Mass on Sundays! What 
shall | do?” 

“You already know, my child. Love Jesus with your whole 
heart; consecrate yourself, and as many of your friends as you can 
gain for this cause, to His Divine Heart. Labor for the work of 
the enthronement, spread it in families, among rich and poor. . .!” 

During the course of a few months she had acquitted herself 
admirably of her task. One day she returned quite discouraged. 
“Father,” she said, “it’s all in vain! You see, with Catholic 
surroundings like here, my father might gradually allow himself to 
be influenced for the better; but now the physician has advised 
him to go to Switzerland.” 

“What then?” 

“Oh, then, Father, | know he will look up a sanitarium under 
Protestant management, and matters will become worse than ever!” 

“My child you have labored for the interests of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus; now, — listen to what | tell you, — you must ask 
your father’s permission to have the enthronement solemnly 
performed in your home before his departure.” 

“That is certainly impossible, Father. Papa has a violent’ 
temper. He will become angry, and things will grow from bad 
to worse.” 

“My child, have you no confidence in the Heart of Jesus? 
You remember what | told you: All things are possible to him 
who believes!” 

On the following Friday, the young lady had occasion to 
speak to her father on the subject. “Papa,” she began, “before you 
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leave for Switzerland, won’t you grant me a favor? something 
that would give me great joy?” 

“Certainly, my child, what is it you wish?” 

“But papa, I fear you may be displeased when I tell you.” 

“No, I won’t. I will gladly afford you some pleasure before 
we sail for Europe.” 

“But — if you do not like it — if you get provoked at me?” 

“Now, dear, | promise you I won’t! Look at me — do I 
impress you as a wicked man?” 

“Well, then, papa, will you permit us to have the enthronement 
of the Sacred Heart in our home?” 

“Oh, is that all? Why, certainly! But for that we shall need 
a pretty statue of the Sacred Heart. Here are eighty piasters, go 
and buy one. | shall get some flowers. You need some, don’t 
you? And regarding the invitations, that’s mama’s affair.” 

He thought of everything. Was not this already the effect 
of divine grace? He even added, “I suppose a priest ought to be 
here, too, for the consecration.” 

“I know one,” his daughter replied eagerly, — “Father Mateo!” 

“All right, ask the Reverend Father to come.” 

The day for the celebration arrived. Brochures containing 
the prayers were distributed to those present, but no one ventured 
to offer the father a copy. He himself asked for one: “Don’t you 
think I can read, too? As head of the family I shall contribute 
my part also.” 

He began to read aloud. All went well, but when he came 
to the passage: Jesus, Thou hast been with us in the hours of 
sorrow and anguish, be with us also in the days of joy — he was 
overcome with emotion, and only with difficulty could he finish 
the prayer... All arose from their knees; the gentleman approached 
me, saying, “Father, could I speak to you in about an hour?” 

“Certainly,” I answered. That evening he knelt at my feet 
with sentiments of deep contrition, and admirably disposed, made 
his confession. A month later the family set sail for Switzerland. 


Necessity of Sacrificial Souls. 


There is another essential part, however, that must necessarily 
belong to this work, namely, sacrificial souls; souls who offer 
themselves to God in love, prayer and suffering, just as did little 
Sister Teresa of the Child Jesus, in order to hasten the establish- 
ment and triumph of the kingdom of the Sacred Heart. 

For six days | had preached to large audiences in the cathedrals 
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of Lyons, but apparently without result, without gaining a single 
soul... Later, when making my thanksgiving after Mass in the 
convent sacristy, | said to our Lord: “My dearest Jesus, I wish 
Thou wouldst send me a little, hidden soul, one who would labor 
for Thy kingdom. One, who like the Little Flower of Jesus, would 
consecrate herself to Thee through love, prayer and suffering, that 
Thou mayest reign in families, in souls! O my Jesus, send me 
this soul today, — yes, immediately —- as a proof that Thou art 
pleased with this crusade of love... O Jesus, I should like to 
have this soul at once!” 

There was a rap at the door. The Sister sacristan entered. 
“Father, there is a person out here who is rather intrusive; she 
has been walking up and down the corridor. She wants to see 
you. I told her that you need rest, but she insists on seeing you.” 

“Let the person enter,” I replied. 

“But, Father...!” 

“Oh, well, let her come in.” 

A maiden, a simple working girl in the twenties stepped 
forward. 

“Pardon me, Reverend Father,” she apologized, “but I heard 
you preach on the enthronement of the Sacred Heart, and I 
realize that it is a divine work. I know also that you need a 
soul, who, like the Little Flower of Jesus, loves, prays and suffers 
for the cause. I have come to offer myself — with your permis- 
sion — as a holocaust for the propagation of the kingdom of the 
Heart of Jesus.” 

I was silent, too deeply moved to answer, upon thus hearing 
my prayer repeated in my own words. The girl renewed her 
petition and added, “Father, will you accept me?” 

“Certainly, my child!” 

“If you wish,” she suggested, “I will kneel at the Communion 
rail while you go to the altar to consecrate me to the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus.” 

This I did, even though I knew nothing further about her. 
Was not this an evident manifestation of the finger of God? 

And now, my dear children, | appeal to you: Be magnani- 
mous! Be apostles! Have faith, a faith that moves mountains. 
Have faith in the divine love that stoops to your lowness, that 
follows you everywhere. Be thankful for the light you have 
received; endeavor to impart it to others. Let the light shine 
about you. Teach others what you have learned. Yes, to show 
your gratitude to Jesus for His love, you must propagate love. 
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“One Condition — the Conversion of My Husband.” 


In a similar way, I spoke to the wife of a most distinguished 
statesman who was a bitter enemy of God and His Church. 

“Father,” this lady said to me, “I should be so happy to take 
charge of your work of the enthronement here, but on one con- 
dition : the conversion of my husband. Can you promise me that ?” 

“Very well, gracious lady,” I assured her, “but I, too, make 
a condition in behalf of the Sacred Heart. Organize a league... 
have the members assemble for a nine days’ retreat. Receive 
holy Communion yourself, — in return for your sacrifices and 
devotedness for the kingdom of His love, which you spread in 
other families, Jesus Himself will establish it in your family and 
in the soul of your husband.” 

Accordingly, the lady formed a league of about eighty or 
eighty-five distinguished friends. Some of the women accepted 
her invitation from mere natural motives, others allowed themselves 
to be persuaded. Most of them were decidedly worldly minded. 
Now what could we do? We began the spiritual conferences. 
I spoke on the love of the Heart of Jesus, and of nothing but 
love! During the course of the week, even on the day before 
the close of the retreat, the lady came to me repeatedly, asking, 
“Father, do you think we shall obtain even one conversion?” 

“Wait, madame, just wait! We shall see what the Heart of 
Jesus is capable of doing!’ On the day the retreat closed, the 
eighty were on their knees, consecrating themselves to the Divine 
Heart ...! 

Again the lady called on me. “What next, Father?” 

“The next thing, my friend, is that the enthronement must 
take place in your family. After that I will tell you a secret...” 

It was not easy to obtain her husband’s consent, but she 
finally succeeded. He was even present at the ceremony, but 
remained standing, cold and indifferent. Everything in this home 
is elegant and grand; the parlor is large, and serves as a lobby for 
the four married daughters and their children. The throne of 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus is radiant with precious ornaments, 
candles and flowers. A choir of little children sang for the occa- 
sion. I performed the ceremony of the consecration kneeling. 
Like a true gentleman, the master of the house had saluted me, 
but that was all. He remained standing in the rear of the room 
without a sign of emotion. 


At the first opportunity, his wife inquired, “Now, Father, your 
secret ?” 
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“This is it. I shall write to your husband this evening, and 
ask him in the name of the Heart of Jesus who has become King 
of his family, to come to me to confession at five o’clock tomorrow.” 


“O Father, Don’t Do That!” 


“O Father, don’t do that!” the lady pleaded, “we must use 
a little prudence! Just think, how could you give him orders 
as to a school-boy to come to confession, and at a set hour!” 

“Do not fear, kind lady; it is done at the inspiration of our 
Lord. Do you believe?” 

“Yes, Father, I believe.” 

“Do you believe that Jesus is really the King of your family?” 

“Yes, Father, I believe it; do as you think best.” 

“Very well, then, continue to pray — farewell!” 

Next day the mail-carrier delivered a letter while the family 
were seated at dinner. The mother and daughters who had been 
informed of all, were in painful suspense as to the result. 

“Ah, a letter,” remarked the husband. He opened it and 
read — he grew pale, — was it from provocation? — was it the 
workings of God’s grace? — He arose. 

“I retire to my study; no one shall disturb me. I have 
important business to attend.” . 

At$five o’clock I sat in my cell; | was expecting him. Soon 
the brother porter announced the distinguished gentleman — but 
how? The poor brother was so frightened, he actually trembled, 
for he recognized in the visitor a great enemy of religious insti- 
tutions. “Is it possible?” he exclaimed, pointing to the visiting- 
card. He could not trust his own eyes. 

“Well, brother,” I said, “show the gentleman in.” 

He entered — he fell on his knees! He was pale; emotion 
deprived him of the power of speech.— I clasped him in my arms.— 

“Father,” — he said — “this sentence in your letter: ‘In the 
name and in honor of the Heart of Jesus, the King of your 
family —’ has converted me!” — As he was unable to say more, 
he simply drew a notebook from his pocket and handed it to 
me — it was his general confession! 

“Father, read aloud!” The converted man had anticipated 
that the would be overcome by emotion, and had heroically 
written his confession. 

How can I possibly relate to you his happiness when he 
received absolution, and the consolation of this, his first confession ? 
He was sixty-two years of age. 
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“Father,” he asked, “in your charity permit me also to receive 
holy Communion from your hands tomorrow morning in the 
cathedral; I wish to invite my old friends for this event...” And 
so it came to pass. Could I refuse him our Lord’s visit, now, 
after he loved his Savior so dearly; now, when he offered himself 
wholly to his much-loved King? 

At present he is a zealous apostle of the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus... When I came to Holland, a letter had arrived from 
him, indewnaing me that he had brought back to God his two 
brothers, aged seventy-one and seventy-five. 

When you leave this room, my dear daughters, I beg you, go 
a few moments before the tabernacle. Offer yourselves to the 
Heart of Jesus as apostles of His love. Implore Him for the grace 
of your own sanctification, that you may likewise be able to 
sanctify others — through love! 


CSeURRO 


Enthronement of the Sacred Heart in Families. 





of human society. In the family the human being 
receives his existence, the life of body and soul. 
There the first training and education is imparted 
to the child; there the character is formed, the 
ways and manners shaped and fashioned. As 
the Christian family, so the parish. The condition of the family 
constitutes the condition of the parish; of families the Church 
and the state are composed. What can there be of greater 
importance for the Church than the family? From the bosom 
of the family proceeds the honor or ignominy, the happiness or 
misfortune of each individual as well as of the Church. The 
youth when leaving the family circle, his parental home, will, 
according to the words of holy scripture, not greatly change in 
after years: “A young man according to his way, even when he 
is old, he will not depart from it” (Prov. xxii. 6). 

Realizing the vital importance of truly Christian home influ- 
ence, our holy Father, Pope Benedict XV. in a papal brief, highly 
praised the beautiful practice of consecrating families to the 
Sacred Heart. Jesus Christ must reign in the home, we must 
proclaim Him King. This is done by consecrating the family in 
a solemn manner to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. A throne should 
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be erected, and an image or picture of the Sacred Heart given 
a prominent place, as a sign that our Lord reigns visibly in that 
family. 

“Although Leo XIII. has consecrated the whole human race 
to the Sacred Heart of Jesus,” says Pope Benedict, “nevertheless, 
this special consecration of individual families will aid in attaining 
the object of the universal consecration.” Our present holy 
Father takes particular delight in this work, and asks all to help 
promote it. In his letter of commendation to enthrone the Sacred 
Heart in the home, the Supreme Pontiff said that nothing could 
be more opportune at the present day when so many enemies 
of God and of the Church are seeking to destroy the Christian 
family. Hence the evils of divorce, depopulation of families, 
infidelity to the marriage bonds; worldly-mindedness, disobedience 
and insubordination of children toward their parents, education 
of children in irreligious schools, etc. He earnestly admonishes 
all to endeavor to check these evils by again placing Christ at 
the head of the family, that the charity of Christ may hover 
over the home, and the love of the Sacred Heart may, like a 
king, reign over the household. 

“This is a holy and salutary work,” the Pope says further. 
“The family must again learn to know Jesus Christ, His doctrine, 
His life, His passion and death, His glorification; without a solid 
knowledge of the eternal Word, no true piety is possible, and 
the devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus cannot be fruitful.” It 
is the express wish of the holy Father that Jesus be more and 
more known in the family, and to accomplish this, he desires 
that the ceremony of enthronement, that is, raising Jesus Christ 
upon the throne in families, be spread throughout the world. 


In This Country of Ours. 


The Sovereign Pontiff realizes that in this country of ours, 
grave dangers are threatening Christian families, and in a papal 
document sent to the three cardinals of the United States, he 
called special attention to this point. He warns against an evil 
that is spreading in the land like a poisonous weed, whereby 
the foundations of families are undermined and which has in 
consequence, the depopulation of families. If parents pervert the 
laws of God, is it then surprising if children no longer recognize 
the authority of their parents? In warning tones the Father of 
Christendom also raises his voice against the unrestrained pursuit 
of worldly possessions and amusements. 
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To check this ungodly spirit of our age, and to offset the 
evil consequences, the holy Father emphatically expresses his 
wish that every family should consecrate itself anew to the Sacred 
Heart. Not only once a year, but every month, even oftener, and 
to erect a throne to the Sacred Heart in the midst of the family 
circle. He desires that the act of consecration should take place 
at home, and if possible, by the father or mother. Thus, not only 
will the church be a sanctuary, a house of God, a place of divine 
worship, but the parental home will also be a sacred place, an 
oratory where God daily receives praise and honor from the 
whole family. At home the children must learn obedience and 
from the power of example imbibe good morals; there the parents 
must foster the principles of Christian life and true piety. It is 
for the renovation of this spirit that the holy Father so highly 
recommends the enthronement of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 
More than two hundred and twenty cardinals, archbishops and 
bishops have warmly commended this devotion. 

By this enthronement of the Sacred Heart in the family, the 
home will become another sanctuary. The fear of God, piety, 
mutual love.and patience will enter therein, and according to 
His promise, our Lord will bless the dwelling where a picture of 
His Heart is venerated. The spirit of the world with its revolting 
tastes and scandalous fashions will vanish from such a home. 

Another fruit will be, greater love for the living Heart of 
Jesus in the Holy Eucharist. The image of the Sacred Heart at 
home, points out directly the flaming love of the adorable Heart 
of Jesus concealed in the Sacred Host. As a result of living in 
such an atmosphere at home, with what different dispositions 
will a person go to church! 

By this enthronement of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, the 
crucifix, too, will once more find a place of honor in the family. 
The crucifix refers to the holy, unbloody sacrifice of the Mass, the 
picture of the Sacred Heart reminds us of holy Communion and 
the continual presence of our Lord in the most Blessed Sacrament. 


cSalikRo 
A REMINDER 


An artistic picture of the Sacred Heart of Jesus with daily 
offering printed beneath. Hang this picture in a prominent room 
as areminder to the family to unite its prayers, labors and suffer- 
ings with the intentions of the Divine Heart. 

Size 8x 13 in. Price 15 cts. 








7 0) 


Ui EG ——_ MM 
\cn'S y ‘ /; 


Bees 


s = AGG Km 


ge SSS SDSSSSSSSSSOSOSSSOSOS: 





The Enthronement Not a New Devotion. 





HE enthronement of the Sacred Heart is not a new devotion, 
: not a dangerous innovation, and consequently affords 
no reason whatever for misgivings. It is a Sacred Heart 
devotion in the true sense of the word; a true, living, 
fervent devotion to the Divine Heart; a devotion founded on the 
revelations of Blessed Margaret Mary, and has therefore the seal 
and approbation of the Church. 

In fact, Margaret Mary was the first one to perform the 
devotion of the enthronement. She was mistress of novices at 
the time, and this solemn consecration to the Sacred Heart 
afforded her inexpressible joy. On July 20, 1685, which was the 
feast of St. Margaret, patron saint of Blessed Margaret Mary, the 
novices were preparing a little celebration in honor of their 
mistress. As a favor, she begged them to pay to the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus whatever little marks of respect they had proposed 
to offer her on that day. This they gladly agreed to do. Ac- 
cordingly, the novices decorated a little altar in the room and 
placed on it a picture of the Sacred Heart. Before this image 
Blessed Margaret Mary first offered herself in this new manner; 
she threw herself on her knees, and in a firm voice consecrated 
herself to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. The fervor and rapture 
with which she did this were indescribable. One by one, the 
novices imitated her example. For all present, these were 
moments of glowing ardor and heavenly bliss. When they 
arose, Blessed Margaret Mary advised her novices to write their 
act of consecration on paper, and preserve it as a lasting re- 
membrance of this celebration. 

Here, then, in the novitiate of Paray-le-Monial, on the name- 
day of Margaret Mary, took place the first enthronement of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus in the family. Here was laid the founda- 
tion for the present manner of enthronement which should most 
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intimately unite all Christian families among themselves and 
with Christ. 

In spirit, Blessed Margaret Mary foresaw the future blessings 
that would flow from this devotion. She felt inexpressibly happy 
that she had succeeded in forming a small society of innocent 
souls who would render special veneration to the Divine Heart. 
She gave expression to her delight in these words: 

“You could not, my dear sisters, have given me a greater 
pleasure than by these acts of homage to the Sacred Heart, and 
by consecrating yourselves to It. What a privilege for you, that 
our Lord has chosen you to begin this devotion! Let us continue 
to pray that He may reign in all hearts. Oh, what happiness 
for me, that this Heart of my Divine Lord is known, loved and 
venerated! Yes, my dear sisters, this is the sweetest consolation 
that can be given me in this life.” 

Contradictions, however, were not wanting; in fact, they came 
from elder sisters in her own convent. It was when tried by 
these contradictions that Margaret Mary pronounced the pro- 
phetic words: “We must wait for the time which the Lord has 
fixed for Himself, and the time will come. He will have all 
from love, and nothing by con&traint.” 


CSeVIRR 
What Priests Say about ‘‘Cabernacle and Purgatory.’’ 


Buffalo. I consider the Zadernacle and Purgatory the best and 
most refreshing, cheering, inspiring and consoling magazine of its 
kind I have ever read. I want every family in my parish to get one 
and see for themselves what the Zadernacle and Purgatory is. Thus 
I hope to obtain many new subscribers for it. 


Wisconsin. I must commend you for your excellent maga- 
zine. I have always liked it, but read with more joy the longer 
I have it: The contents are inspiring to devotion, to a more 
thoughtful life, the illustrations are beautiful. 


Baltimore. 7Zadernacle and Purgatory seems to me to be 
excellent. May the Sacred Heart of Jesus pour forth abundan 
blessings upon you. . 


MISSOURI. You have afforded us immense joy with the En- 
thronement edition of ‘“Tabernacle and Purgatory.’’ We all feel 
the breathing of the Holy Spirit inevery word of the June number. 
Nothing is more consoling at this woeful time of excitement, 
than the voice of love proceeding from the mouth of Jesus. May 
the sufferings of war lead hosts of anguished hearts to the peaceful 
Heart of our Savior. 














Rev. Father Mateo’s Approbation. 





On January of this year, we wrote to Rev. Father Mateo, apostle 
of the Enthronement of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, asking his sanc- 
tion to establish here in the United States a Centre for the Enthrone- 
ment in our convent of Perpetual Adoration. We mentioned that 
our magazine, ‘Tabernacle and Purgatory,” would be excellently 
suited for promoting this devotion. 

The letter had been addressed to Valparaiso, College des Sacres 
Coeurs. On the feast of Corpus Christi, his answer came, not, how- 
ever, from Chile, but from Paray-le-Monial, France. The letter which 
was written in French, reads as follows translated into English: 


a ye Secretariat, Paray-le-Monial. 


Dear Rev. P. Lukas, 

I thank you in the name of the King of Love 
and Mercy, for all that you are willing to undertake for His 
glory and the spread of His Kingdom, for the God-inspired work 
of the Enthronement of the Sacred Heart in families. 

| approve all your pious projects of zeal; yea, I thank you 
for the same and joyfully acknowledge your devotion to the 
cause. It is most gratifying to me to find apostolic souls like 
yours. Yes, Rev. Father, undertake the divine Crusade of the 
Savior-King, and direct your efforts to this, that the Divine 
Heart of Jesus be ever more known and loved thereby, having 
only one thing in view: ‘“‘His honor, His kingdom.’’ Go, win 
the souls [and families for Him. Daily miracles prove to us 
more and more the divine character of the work. Rev. Father 
Lukas, become an apostle and train apostles... 

May the Sacred Heart of Jesus bless your noble utooe, your 
efforts and undertakings, as I bless them myself while thank- 
ing you most cordially. Believe me, my dear Father, your 


devoted servant in Corde Jesu, 
P. Mateo Crawley, SS. CC. 
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Act of Consecration. 





to Blessed Margaret Mary the desire of 
reigning in Christian families, we today 
wish to proclaim Thy most complete regal 
¥4| dominion over our own. We would live 
& in future with Thy life, we would cause 
to flourish in our midst those virtues to which Thou 
hast promised peace here below, we would banish far 
from us the spirit of the world which Thou hast cursed; 
and Thou shalt reign over our minds in the simplicity 
of our faith, and over our hearts by the whole-hearted 
love with which they shall burn for Thee, the flame of 
which we shall keep alive by the frequent reception of 
Thy Divine Eucharist. 

Deign, O Divine Heart, to preside over our 
assemblings, to bless our enterprises, both spiritual and 
temporal, to dispel our cares, to sanctify our joys, to 
alleviate our sufferings. If ever one or other of us 
should have the misfortune to afflict Thee, remind him, 
O Heart of Jesus, that Thou art good and merciful to 
the penitent sinner. And when the hour of separation 
strikes, when death shall come to cast mourning into 
our midst, we will all, both those who go and those who 
stay, be submissive to Thy eternal decrees. We will 
console ourselves with the thought that a day will come, 
when the entire family, reunited in heaven, can sing 
for ever Thy glories and Thy mercies. 

May the immaculate Heart of Mary and the glorious 
patriarch, St. Joseph, present this consecration to Thee, 
and keep it in our minds all the days of our life. All 
glory to the Heart of Jesus, our King and Father! 

Plenary indulgence on the day of consecration, and every year 
on the day of renewal, on usual conditions. — Pius X., May 19, 1908. 
Notice : — On March 1, 1918, the holy Father designated the Act of 
Consecration approved May 1g, 1908, as the one to be used in the 
ceremony of enthronement. Work zealously to spread the enthrone- 
ment of the Sacred Heart of Jesus in Families. You will thereby 
bring souls under the dominion of His love, and merit for yourself 
the reward of that gracious promise: Persons who propagate this 
devotion shall have their names written in My Heart, never to be 
blotted out.” 

















ost Important and Sacred Matter. 
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HOLY and zealous priesthood is the glory of the 
4 Catholic Church. This sublime state has a dignity 
peculiar to itself; an office that bears no com- 
parison with vocations of a secular nature.. At 
an age when officers of the state have long 
retired from service, the priest still stands at the 
altar of Sacrifice and with trembling hands elevates the chalice. 
Approaching the “holy mount” with feeble steps he still continues 
to pray: “I will go unto the altar of God, to God who giveth joy 
to my youth!” He discharges the duties of his holy vocation 
until he has pronounced the Ite missa e&t of his life. 

How many graces come to us by the hands of the priest! He 
is another Christ: he is a savior, a reconciler, a sanctifier. Yes, 
from his very hands our souls are fed with the Bread of life. 

We all know the exalted character, the sacred privileges of the 
priesthood, but do we realize that with them are connected grave 
responsibilities? Pious souls ought to pray more and offer up 
their sufferings and sacrifices more frequently for the welfare of 
the priesthood than for any other intention. 

Unhappily, since the time of the apostles, there have been 
priests in the Church who walk in the footsteps of the unfortunate 
Judas. If there really are such priests, must we not ascribe it to 
a great extent, to the fact that the faithful do not pray and suffer 
enough for the priesthood? Saints of every age were deeply 
grieved at the thought that priests were not prayed for sufficiently, 
and they endeavored to supply this want by making the sanctifi- 
cation of the priesthood the object of their prayers and austerities. 
This was done, for instance, by St. Teresa who wrote to her 
spiritual daughters, “To pray for the sanctification of priests: let 
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this be your special task, the object of your incessant petitions, of 
your tears and sighs.” 

Although given four centuries ago, this advice is of the utmost 
importance for us at the present time when the united fury of hell 
is incensed against the priesthood. In our days of supreme perils 
and temptations, the priest stands in need of the virtues practiced 
by the primitive Church. Despite his sublime dignity, which raises 
him above the angels, the priest is subject to human weaknesses 
and frailty, and consequently is all the more in need of our 


_ prayers. Our Lord once said to a highly privileged soul, “My 


daughter, pray much, yes, pray very much for My priests. Only 
too easily do the faithful forget that it is their duty to pray for 
them.” 

To pray for priests is a duty of gratitude. What gratitude do 
the faithful owe to priests! What immeasurable graces God 
bestows on us by their hands! Those who pray often for priests, 
afford great joy to the Heart of Jesus, for it is impossible to 
express how the interests of the Sacred Heart are associated with 
the priesthood. Our Lord has special graces in store for souls 
who pray fervently for His priests. 

Mary of Jesus, foundress of the Daughters of the Divine 
Heart of Jesus, writes: “To offer oneself for souls is a great, a 
beautiful deed; but to sacrifice oneself for good and zealous 
priests is something so excellent and sublime, that one ought to 
desire a thousand lives and a thousand hearts to offer for this 
purpose.” 


Pray and Suffer for Holy Priests. 


Again and again our Divine Savior requested the servant of 
God, Dominica Clara of the Holy Cross, to offer her prayers and 
sufferings for good and zealous priests, particularly for holy priests, 
chosen instruments of His grace and mercy. Our Lord exhorted 
her to pray for men filled with apostolic zeal, who, free from the 
spirit of human respect and worldly wisdom, permit themselves 
to be guided entirely by the Holy Spirit; men, who employ all 
their knowledge and talents in humility, love and patience for 
the interests of the flock of Christ. He urged her to pray for 
men, who, in the difficult exterior and interior battles of the 
Church, would take their stand in the front ranks. Such men 
of God are special gifts of grace bestowed by heaven, and a rich 
blessing for holy Church and the faithful. Once the devil declared 
to the Blessed Curé of Ars, “If there were several priests like 
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you, my kingdom would soon cease; you have already snatched 
from my grasp 80,000 souls!” 

That great and holy men are the fruit of the prayers of pious 
souls can be proved by the following example. 

At the close of the 17th century, conditions regarding the 
French clergy were most deplorable. Then God raised up a holy 
priest, the Ven. Father Olier, who revived the spirit of the priest- 
hood throughout France. He was the fruit of the prayers and 
sacrifices of a holy religious, Sister Agnes of Jesus. 

The Blessed Virgin appeared to this religious and requested _ 
her to pray for a person who was destined to renew the spirit 
and fervor of the priesthood in France. Although she did not 
know him personally, Sister Agnes offered up her prayers, fasts 
and tears for three years, to obtain for him the great graces of 
which he stood in need. At the expiration of that time, God, in 
a wonderful manner, revealed to her the priest who had been the 
object of her prayers, tears and sufferings. Father Olier was then 
making a retreat in the house of St. Vincent de Paul in Paris. 
Suddenly, he saw standing before him a religious clothed in the 
habit of Saint Dominic. It was Sister Agnes who had been 
miraculously transported from the motherhouse to Paris. 

An expression of holy earnestness and mildness beautified 
her countenance. In one hand she held a crucifix, in the other 
a rosary. Her guardian angel carried the end of her mantle and 
a linen cloth upon which he received the tears of the servant of 
God. “For you I weep,” was all she spoke, and was instantly 
carried away by the angels. These words penetrated the heart 
of Father Olier. Thenceforth he considered Sister Agnes as his 
spiritual mother, and ascribed to her the great and special graces 
he received. Father Olier became one of the holiest priests in 
France, a glory and honor to the priesthood. 


Value of Suffering for the Sacred Priesthood. 


In all centuries up to the present time, God has destined 
highly privileged souls to pray and sacrifice themselves for the 
welfare of the Church, and especially for the sanctification of the 
priesthood. Gladly, they endured intense sufferings in body and 
soul to make atonement for the sins of mankind, and to obtain 
Streams of grace for the salvation of souls. Ven. P. Libermann 
often said: “Through sufferings, Christ redeemed the world and 
established the work of salvation; by the sufferings of His chosen 
children, He desires to extend His kingdom on earth and establish 
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it in the hearts of men. Only through sufferings, can the servants 
of Christ hope to reap an abundant harvest from their labors.” 

This our Lord revealed also to His servant, Dominica Clara 
of the Holy Cross. “From the time of My redemption,” He told 
her, “none of My works in the Church have been accomplished 
without great sufferings and trials.” 

We may learn from the following instance, the effects of 
sufferings for the priesthood. 

Margaret of the Blessed Sacrament was a Carmelite nun 
whose sanctity graced the Church in France during the 17th 
century. She prayed and suffered much for the holy priesthood. 
One day a priest, known for his unholy life, came to her convent 
to say Mass. It was impossible to bring Sister Margaret to the 
choir to assist at this priest’s Mass. Six nuns vainly used all 
their strength to carry her. Meanwhile, she endured the greatest 
tortures of soul, and told her novice mistress that by the power 
of God she was held back. 

“God does not wish me to go to the choir now,” she said. 
“The Blessed Virgin does not permit it. This priest ought to 
lead a holy, angelic life; he was destined to serve the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, but he turned away from this sublime aim and 
wretchedly pursues sin. This is what makes him so terrible. If God’s 
power did not uphold me, I would have died at sight of him.” 

After that she fell to the floor, suffering unspeakable tor- 
tures. Covered with perspiration and wholly crushed, she endured 
the agonies of death. At the moment of the consecration it was 
perceived that all her joints were being dislocated. After the 
consecration she exclaimed to the novice mistress: “O dear 
mother, how we ought to pray for priests! What a terrible thing 
that such priests offer the holy Sacrifice in the Church of God!” 

Then Sister Margaret spoke of the sanctity of this sublime 
State, concluding with the remark, “The holy Virgin will take 
compassion on him and will help him to conquer his sin and 
passion. Jesus has promised me to show him mercy.” After 
Mass she was restored to her former condition of health. 


Priests Guided by the Spirit of God. 


Even the most pious priests have some human weaknesses, 
for despite their exalted calling, they are still frail men, not angels. 
Frequently God permits holy souls to retain certain faults in 
order to keep them humble, enabling them thereby to receive 
greater graces. Nevertheless, we maintain that only truly devout 
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and holy priests can effect much for the welfare of the Church 
and the salvation of souls. We need priests filled with the Holy 
Ghost. 

What gives God’s ministers that wonderful power to reconcile, 
to heal, to encourage? What makes them a fountain of super- 
natural blessings for the world? It is the Holy Ghost Himself, who 
lives and breathes in them, who rules over their mind and will. 
By His grace, the Holy Ghost comes upon the priest, changes 
him from a human being into a heavenly one, brings into his 
soul something divine with an abundance of gifts and graces. 
The more faithfully the priest preserves and increases in san¢ti- 
fying grace, the more willingly he corresponds with the operations 
of the Holy Ghost, the more carefully he models his own life 
and sentiments according to the image and example of our 
Savior — the more easily will he better the world. 

The words of a saintly priest move hardened hearts, while 
the same words coming from other lips remain unheeded. A 
learned priest may convince, but to convert is the special privilege 
of holy souls. We may justly say, only devout and holy priests 
are the salvation of our times. 

Similar convictions were expressed by the saintly Bishop von 
Ketteler, regarding the sanctification of the priesthood. He writes: 
“In vain do we try to understand the whole wonderful history of 
the Church, if we believe that a mere natural justice and an 
ordinary daily life, which refrains only from grave faults, suffices 
to conquer the spirit of the world. In every century, beginning 
with the martyrs on the scaffold and the anchorites in the desert, 
wherever Christianity gained great triumphs over deceit and 
falsehood, the victories of the Church were connected with the 
lives of the saints. Holy bishops, holy priests, holy monks and 
nuns, holy seculars have vanquished the world; they are the ones 
that have truly promoted the kingdom of Christ on earth. Thus 
it was, and thus it will be in future.” 

Another enlightened bishop exhorts us saying: “It is the lack 
of piety on the part of many priests that causes their labors to 
bear so little fruit. We must pray and suffer for truly sacrificial 
priests; priests who daily offer themselves with the Sacred Host, 
making a complete oblation of “self” on the altar of God. In 
our days we mutt pray for priests of the Blessed Sacrament, who, 
despite their numerous duties, find their sole joy and delight 
before the tabernacle and in the holy sacrifice of Mass. We 
must pray for priests who have a tender devotion to Mary, and 
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with every possible means lead souls to Mary: these are the priests 
according to the Heart of Jesus. We must pray for priests who 
love and revere the holy Father, who joyfully comply with his 
decrees and admonitions. Such priests are the salt of the earth, 
and to obtain these, we muSt pray and suffer and sacrifice our- 


selves.” 
Noble, Sacrificial Souls. 


Nothing is better suited to promote the interests of God, 
nothing will conduce more surely to His honor than to plead for 
good and pious priests. Prayer and a life of sacrifice are powerful 
means to obtain this grace from God. Magnanimous, sacrificial 
souls afford the greatest joy to the Hearts of Jesus and Mary, and 
merit for themselves an immeasurable reward in heaven. 

Such noble souls we endeavor to gain for our community 
of Perpetual Adoration; souls who have preserved their virginity, 
souls drawn by love to the Holy Eucharist, souls who with perfect 
devotedness to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, willingly accept from 
Divine Providence all the daily trials and sufferings. By such 
devotedness, the daily spiritual exercises, the works of obedience 
and charity are sanctified in the convent; they increase in merit 
and greatly benefit the priesthood. No greater, no holier vocation 
is possible for a virginal soul. Such sacrificial lives also bring 
consolation to the sufferers in purgatory, rendering abundant 
satisfaction and remission of the temporal punishment for which 
the suffering souls so ardently crave. 

There have always been noble and privileged souls who 
entered the religious life to pray and sacrifice themselves unceas- 
ingly for God’s workers in the sacred ministry. Souls of this 
kind have the loving and sublime duty of making reparation to 
the Heart of Jesus for the infidelity of those especially consecrated 
to Him. For at all times there have been priests who betray 
their Lord, who go to the altar in the state of mortal sin. Doubt- 
less, these are the deepest and most painful wounds inflicted on 
the Heart of Jesus. Who will make atonement for the scandals 
of such hapless priests? for their crimes against the sacred body 
and blood of Jesus Christ? Only innocent souls, souls secluded 
in the cloister, who offer themselves to God unceasingly as sac- 
rificial victims. They are the ones who must soothe the anguished 
Heart that complained: “I thirst! ... 1 find no one who tries to 
slake My thirst by making Me some return for My love!” 

A sister of sacrifice, when entering the convent, must firmly 
resolve to give up entirely father and mother, brother and sister. 
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Our Lord founded religious life on this principle: the sacrifice 
of home ties. A sister of sacrifice must no longer have in view 
any interests but those of Jesus. Oh, how privileged are souls 
who enter the convent with these sentiments! They will derive 
from holy Communion, from daily holy Mass, from holy adoration, 
every grace for themselves and for the sanctification of priests in 
the Church of God. 

Blessed are they that dwell in Thy house, O Lord, who leave 
the world before it is too late. O blessed courts through which 
we arrive at the possession of God! How lovely are Thy tabernacles, 
O Lord of hosts, where the most Holy Eucharist is preserved for 
our consolation in this valley of tears. Blessed are they whom 
Thou hast chosen, by the Perpetual Adoration, to venerate Thee 
in the adorable Sacrament. Thrice happy are they who are 
permitted with the choirs of angels, day and night, to announce 
before Thy face Thy praises! They begin already here below, 
the life of heaven, where united with the adorers of the celestial 
choir, they will praise Thee forever and ever. 

Such sacrificial souls are lovingly invited to join our commu- 
nity; such souls will become worthy sisters of Perpetual Adora- 
tion upon whom our Lord looks with tender complacency when 
they kneel in adoration before the monstrance. Through the 
intercession of His holy Mother, our Lady of the Blessed Sacra- 
ment, may our Lord send us such souls! For information regard- 
ing admittance apply to Rev. Mother M. John, Benedictine Convent 
of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri. 


CSeURRO 


St. Michael Protects His Clients. 





XALTED above angel and seraphim, we hail the 
glorious St. Michael. Chief and champion of the 
heavenly host, guardian of the souls of men, 
conqueror of the rebel angels, steward of the 
palace of God — these are some of the titles 
bestowed by holy Church on this angelic prince, 





proving the confidence of the faithful in his intercession. Christian 
tradition gives to St. Michael four offices: 1. To fight against 
Satan; 2. To rescue the souls of the faithful from the power of 
the devil, especially at the hour of death; 3. To be the champion 








Admirable is the per- 
fection of the angels. 





Indescribable is their 
love and goodness to- 
wards mankind. 





The holy angels aid : 
us powerfully in tem- 
poral affairs. 





They give us power- 
ful assistance in death 
and after death. 





Every person has a 
guardian angel who 
assists him. 





O angels of the happy 
infants, preserve their 
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O angels of youth, 
who are exposed to so 
many dangers, con- 
duct them safely to 
the bosom of God. 





O angels of teachers, 
animate them with 
your zeal. 





O guardian angels of 
sinners, implore their 
conversion. 





O angels of the dying, 
strengthen,encourage 
and defend them. 





Devotion to the holy 
angels is a mark of 
special predestina- 
tion. 





God, dian dear, Ever this day be at my side, : 
te a His "lye me here; To light and guard, to rule and guide. 
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of God’s people, and a protector of the Church; 4. To call away 
from earth and bring men’s souls to judgment. 

By divine power, St. Michael hurled Lucifer and his rebellious 
adherents into the abyss of hell, and it is he, who, in the dreadful 
hour of death, defends souls against the assaults of their infernal 
enemies. This heavenly prince protects us from many dangers, 
and obtains numberless graces for us for body and soul. 

The life of St. Oringa records this charming incident of 
the protection she experienced from St. Michael, the archangel. 
One day the saint, in company with several other maidens, started 
on a pilgrimage in honor of St. Michael, to Monte Gargano, Italy. 
The journey took a number of days. On the way, their little 
company was joined by a few men who feigned to be pilgrims 
and excellent guides. They seemed to be very pious and cun- 
ningly kept up an edifying conversation till evening. In reality, 
however, they were robbers in disguise, who had evil designs 
regarding the virgins, and led them directly into theirden. Suddenly, 
there appeared to the maidens a youth of heavenly beauty, who 
called out in a powerful voice: “Flee from here, your souls are 
in danger!” 

For the moment, fright and terror paralyzed the robbers. 
Meantime, the noble youth guided the maidens until they reached 
a safe lodging. When she was praying, it was revealed to 
St. Oringa, that their rescuer was none other than St. Michael, 
the archangel. 

A faithful guardian in life, St. Michael protects his clients 
particularly at the hour of death. In that awful moment upon 
which depends our eternity, what a consolation will be ours if 
during life we have venerated St. Michael! In that fearful hour 
when we are abandoned by all, when hell redoubles its rage 
against us, because the time is short; then, the glorious archangel 
will %and near, and by his victorious cry: “Quis ut Deus —Who 
is like God?” he will repel the demons from the kingdom of our 
souls as he once cast them from the courts of heaven. Revelations 
of the saints show that nowhere are there more demons than with 
the dying. But if St. Michael is our friend, whom shall we fear? 

An incident related by the doctor of the Church, St. Alphonsus 
Liguori, proves that St. Michael is faithful to his clients at their 
parting hour. For many years, Hubert Salonitz, treasurer of the 
king of Poland, had led a wicked life. At length his course was 
run; his last hour approached. Terrified in the face of death 
and tortured by remorse of conscience, his former recklessness 
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now gave way to utter despair. No amount of exhortation or 
encouragement had any effect. He refused absolutely every 
spiritual consolation. The unhappy man had, however, Still re- 
tained some veneration for St. Michael, and God in His mercy 
permitted the holy archangel to appear to him in his last struggle. 
St. Michael encouraged him to repentance, and said that he had 
prayed and obtained for him sufficient time to regulate the affairs 








of his soul. Shortly afterwards two Dominican priests came to 
the house, saying that a stranger had sent them. The sick man 
amid tears of repentance, received holy Communion with touching 
devotion, and breathed forth his soul with every indication of 
being truly reconciled with God. 
SER 
'HILDREN have a special guardian angel,” is not an empty 
phrase, as is clearly verified by an incident that occurred 
on September 10, 1896, in Traslau, near Maria Einsiedeln, 
Switzerland. The school-master of Traslau, Adelrich 
school-house. One evening after the mother had put her children 
to bed, among them her three year old Berthuel, she locked the 
door, and went to a neighbor’s house to get some milk. Upon 
returning, who should come running to meet her on the Street, 
“Why Berthuel,” cried the amazed mother, “how did you 
come down here on the street?” 
“Mama, | wanted to go with you, but I could not open the 
door,” replied the child. 
“Then I went upstairs again, and jumped out the window.” 
For a few moments the mother was speechless from wonder 
and fright. “But didn’t you hurt yourself?” she asked. 
“No, mama,” said Berthuel in all simplicity, placing his little 
The mother really found the door of the house locked, just 
as she had left it; but right beneath the window of the third story 
the flower-pot which had stood on the sill above, had fallen down 
and was smashed. Evidently it had been less successful in its 


recognized this as the work of St. Michael; he confessed his sins 
“The Guardian Angel Held Me.” 
Schonbagler, lived with his family in the third story of the 
but little Berthue], barefoot and in his gown. 
“Well, what did you do then?” questioned the mother. 
hands on his hips, “look, this is where the guardian angel held me.” 
fatal leap than little Berthuel. 
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NE of the most extraordinary favors that God 
bestowed on St. Francisca Romana was the 
enjoyment of the visible presence of an angel. 
Once while in her oratory, the saint was suddenly 

Voy di enveloped in dazzling brightness, and her heart 
y a4 filled with an unaccountable, supernatural joy. 

She raised her eyes — before her stood Evangelista, her little 

son, who had died a year previously. He appeared to her just 

as at the time of his death. She recognized his features, now, 
however, transfigured and radiant, and from him emanated a light 

of such brilliancy that the very sun grew dim. At his side was a 

child of the same age, of the same appearance, but far more 

beautiful. 

Francisca attempted to speak, but the words died on her 
lips. Her son drew near; crossing his arms in an angelical 
manner, he bowed his head and greeted her with love and 
reverence. Encouraged thereby, and ravished by an unspeakable 
delight, the mother tried to clasp him to her bosom, but the 
ethereal body with which Evangelista’s spirit had been clothed, 
slipped from her embrace. At length Francisca regained her 
speech. “Is it really you, O son of my heart?” she exclaimed in 
broken accents. “Where are you, and what are you doing? who 
are your companions, and what pleasures do you enjoy?” 

Evangelista raised his eyes heavenward, then lowered them 
and directed a glance upon his mother. Profound peace and 
rapturous joy shone from his countenance as he replied: “In 
paradise we have no other occupation than to contemplate the 
unsearchable depths of divine goodness, the beauty and majesty 
of God, and to pay homage to Him in transports of heavenly 
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bliss. There are nine choirs in heaven, one above the other in 
rank; the highest reveals the divine mysteries to those who are 
lower. As you desire to know where I am, my dear mother, 
know, that the goodness of God has designated me a place in 
the first rank of the second choir of archangels. I am there with 
this companion whom you see; he is more beautiful than I, be- 
cause his rank is higher. This heavenly spirit has been sent to 
you by the divine Majesty, to comfort you on your earthly pil- 
grimage. You will have him at your side day and night; he will 
assist you always. I have also come to tell you that very soon 
my sister Agnes will be with me, up in the heavenly Jerusalem. 
Do not grieve, dear mother, but rather rejoice to know that your 
children are among the celestial choirs.” 


The Guardian Angel Always Visible to Francisca. 


Evangelista remained with his mother about an hour, then 
returned to paradise; but he left, for her companion, the archangel 
who had accompanied him. A few days after this apparition, little 
Agnes, seven years of age, fell ill and died. 

As soon as her son, Evangelista, had vanished, Francisca 
turned to look at the angel, who had been appointed for her 
guide. She beheld him with eyes raised and hands crossed on 
his bosom. The saint knelt and humbly thanked Almighty God 
for his infinite mercy in granting her so extraordinary a grace. 
She then begged the archangel to enlighten her in doubt, to 
manifest to her the divine will in all things, to reprove her for 
her faults and preserve her from sin. 

Having finished this prayer, she left the oratory. Enveloped 
in rays of brightness, the angel accompanied her, although 
invisible to everyone but herself. From that moment he remained 
with her day and night; sometimes at her right side, sometimes 
at her left, sometimes hovering over her head, according to 
Francisca’s spiritual necessities. So great was the brightness of 
his countenance that she could not fix her gaze upon it. It 
was similar to one’s looking at the sun: one sees the light and 
lustre, but not the form. At night she could read and work as 
easily as in day time, by the light radiating from her heavenly 
guide. 

On many occasions, however, the angel hid part of his bright- 
ness. This happened when the saint was at prayer or struggling 
with the evil spirit. She could then look at him without being 
dazzled. This occurred also while she spoke to her confessor. 
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“In appearance,” she told her confessor, “the angel is not 
as tall as a child nine years of age. His aspect is full of meek- 
ness, his beauty surpasses the splendor of the sun, and an inex- 
pressible majesty enwraps his whole being. His eyes are constantly 
raised heavenward, and the purity of his gaze cannot be described. 
His forehead is always tranquil; his hair, like threads of gold, 
falls in heavy locks upon his shoulders, his arms are crossed on 
his breast. My soul is ravished at sight of him. By gazing at 
him, I realize the nobility of the angelic nature and our own 
inferiority. He wears a long shining white garment, and over 
it the small tunic of a subdeacon, with colors changing. At times 
it is white as the lilies of the garden, at times red as roses, and 
again blue as the azure sky. When | walk with him through 
muddy streets, his feet do not touch the ground.” 

Supernaturally enlightened by the archangel, St. Francisca 
knew the most secret thoughts of her associates. Whenever the 
angel spoke, she saw his lips move, and heard an indescribably 
charming voice that seemed to come from a certain distance. 


The Other Angel of a Higher Choir. 


After she was elected superior of the congregation of Oblates 
which she had founded at Tor di Specchi, St. Francisca received 
from God another singular favor. Having withdrawn to the chapel 
for her devotions, on a certain occasion, she was rapt in ecstasy. 
The archangel who for twenty-four years had defended, protected 
and illuminated her, smiling sweetly took his departure. At the 
same instant the saint was transported to a place of surpassing 
brightness where she beheld our Lord. 

The angels about His throne, a countless host divided into 
nine choirs, came in succession, cast themselves down before the 
throne and received the divine commands. When the fourth 
division, the powers, approached and had bowed most reverently, 
our Savior’s glance rested upon the second angel of the second 
hierarchy of this choir. He commanded this eminent spirit to 
extend his solicitude to His faithful servant, Francisca, to assist 
her in all her needs, and to remain visibly at her side, like his 
predecessor, the archangel. Immediately, Francisca regained 
consciousness, and to her great joy beheld at her side the new 
companion whom God had appointed for her. 

Till the time of her death, she saw him constantly. His 
appearance was that of a youth of wondrous beauty, even more 
resplendent than the archangel had been. He, too, was clothed 
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in a white dalmatic; but the texture and the upper garment were 
far more costly than had been the robes of her first angel. In 
his left hand he carried three golden palm branches. From each 
of these branches proceeded golden threads which he formed 
into skeins, hung them about his neck, and with his right hand 
wound them into various balls. Day and night the saint saw him 
occupied with this mysterious work. 

St. Benedict came from heaven and explained the meaning 
of this to Francisca on the day she was obliged to assume the 
office of superior. The gold symbolized love of God and her 
neighbor, with which she was to guide her spiritual daughters, 
the palm indicated that she was to act with strength and courage; 
irrespective of human considerations; the regularity of the angel’s 
work, taught her order and prudence; the ceaseless manner in 
which it was done, signified that as superior, she must ever be 
watchful and active regarding the spiritual progress of her com- 
munity, for the honor of God and the welfare of souls. 

On August 15, 1439, the angel, her constant companion, 
changed his mysterious occupation. She beheld him encircled 
by light and refulgence, unbearable to her eyes. He arranged a 
distaff, fastened the various threads he had gradually spun, and said 
to the saint most sweetly, “I shall weave a piece of gold cloth a 
hundred yards long, after which I shall weave another of sixty, 
and finally, one thirty yards long.” The signification of these 
three pieces he did not explain, but after her death it was easily 
understood. She died exactly one hundred and ninety days after 
this vision, the number indicated by the total yards of the length 
of gold pieces. 

These three pieces of gold cloth were the symbols of virginity, 
of matrimony, and of the state of widowhood, in which Francisca 
had lived, and in which she had proved herself a model of 
Christian perfection. From this day forward, Francisca saw the 
celestial spirit perform the new work without interruption. Her 
mysterious companion did not cease to spin except when Francisca 
gave the Oblates an exhortation; then he remained quiet, in the 
attitude of a person listening. He stopped his work also when 
she prayed the Confiteor or the Office of the Blessed Virgin. 
During these moments, he was absorbed in adoration, and a 
shining pillar of light seemed to rise over his head reaching to 


heaven. 
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Origin of the Indulgence of the Portiuncula. 





T was in the month of October, 1221, that the seraphic 
St. Francis obtained, from our Lord Himself, the great 
Indulgence of the Portiuncula. Having laid the foundations 
of his Third Order, the saint had returned to the Convent 
of Our Lady of the Angels at Assisi, more absorbed in God 
than ever. His love of souls and zeal for the conversion of sinners 
knew no bounds. Day and night he prayed and wept for their 
conversion. 

One night while he was praying in the cleft of a rock, which 
may yet be seen not far from the Church of the Portiuncula, an 
angel appeared to him, and said: “Francis, hasten to the church; 
our Lord and His glorious Mother await you there.” St. Francis 
went in haste to the humble sanctuary, and there he saw a mar- 
vellous sight. Upon the altar, at the place of the tabernacle, was 
the Word made flesh, the eternal King of ages, Christ Jesus, 
resplendent with glory and beauty, majestically seated upon a 
throne of light. At His right hand was His ever-blessed Mother, 
Mary most holy, and surrounding them were a multitude of angels. 

Ravished with love and joy, the saint prostrated himself with 
his face to the ground, and our Lord said to him with great 
tenderness: “Francis, | have heard your fervent prayers. In 
return for the zeal with which you and your brothers have labored 
for the salvation of souls, ask of Me any favor, and I will grant 
it; for I have given you to the people to be their light, and to 
My Church to repair her losses upon the earth.” Emboldened 
by such goodness, the saint replied, with humble confidence: 
“My dear Savior, although 1 am myself but a miserable sinner, | 
humbly beseech Thy divine Majesty to mercifully grant to the 
faithful this signal favor, that all those who, having with contrite 
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hearts confessed their sins, visit this church, may here obtain a 
plenary indulgence. Most glorious and most holy Virgin Mary, 
our powerful advocate, I beseech you to intercede for me and 
for all sinners!” 

Our Lord then said to the happy saint, still prostrate at His 
feet: “Brother Francis, the favor you ask of Me is great, but I 
grant it. Go to My Vicar, and ask him in My Name to confirm 
this indulgence.” 

From their cells, which adjoined the church, many brothers 
saw the light and angels that filled the sanctuary; they also heard 
what was said, but a holy fear prevented them from approaching. 

Soon after St. Francis, with one of the brothers, was kneeling 
at the feet of Pope Honorius III. “Holy Father,” said the saint, 
“I have a little church which some years ago I| dedicated to the 
Queen of Angels. I come to ask your Holiness to enrich it with 
a precious indulgence.” 

“And what indulgence do you ask, Brother Francis?” said 
the good Pope; “an indulgence of one year?” 

“O your Holiness!” exclaimed the saint, “what is one year!” 

“An indulgence of three years, six years, seven years?” asked 
the Pope; but, seeing that the holy man was not yet satisfied, he 
exclaimed: “What, then, do you want?” 

“Most holy Father,” replied St. Francis, “what I ask of your 
Holiness is not a question of years. I desire that all those who, 
having with contrite hearts confessed, visit the Church of Our 
Lady of the Angels, shall there obtain the remission of all the 
punishment due to the sins they have been so unhappy as to 
commit from their baptism until the time of their visit.” 

“Francis,” said the Pope, “it is not the practice of the Church 
to grant such indulgences.” 

“But,” answered the saint, “I ask it in the Name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who sent me to you.” 

Then the Pope said, with unwonted solemnity: “I grant the 
favor you ask.” And this he repeated three times. 

We read in the revelations of St. Bridget that Christ one 
day said to her: “My divine love has granted this indulgence 
to St. Francis as a token of my regard for him. For since men 
have grown so tepid in desiring after heavenly things and given 
themselves entirely to worldly desires, | conferred this indulgence 
on the chapel of the saint that all, who being empty on enter- 
ing it, may be filled with My blessings and receive the remission 
of their sins.” 
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At first the indulgence could be gained only in the Portiuncula 
chapel. Later the same privilege was extended to all churches 
served by the Franciscans. During the pontificate of Pius IX. it 
was granted to numerous other churches and chapels. On July 
9, 1910, Pius X. granted the privilege for that year that bishops 
could appoint any public churches for the gaining of the Portiun- 
cula indulgence, whether on the 2d of August, or the Sunday 
following; later it was renewed for an indefinite time. 

Having received the Sacraments, one can gain a plenary in- 
dulgence for every visit to a church or public chapel from noon 
of August 1st until midnight of August 2d. Prayers according 
to the intention of the holy Father are required, for example, the 
Our Father and Hail Mary five times, or other prayers of about 


the same length. 
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Purchase War Saving Stamps, says Cardinal Gibbons. 


A very practical evidence of Catholic patriotism was shown 
by a College that gave War Saving Stamps instead of gold medals 
for prizes. This is everybody’s war, and everybody’s help is 
needed by the government. War Saving Stamps give everyone 
a chance to show his patriotism and practice thrift. His Eminence 
Cardinal Gibbons issued a statement urging all persons to pur- 
chase War Saving Stamps. 





Help Wanted. 


Two Farm Hands, good Catholics, faithful workers, who under- 
stand the handling of horses and farm machinery. Work the year 
round. Recommendation of the parish priest desired. 

Wanted — An industrious man, to take care of the cow barn, 
milking not required. 

Wanted — A reliable elderly man, who is capable of taking care 


of the hot water heating. 
Sister M. Hildegard, 
Benedictine Convent, Clyde, Mo. 


_————__ oe =o 


CONTENTS.—AUGUST, 1918. 


Fourth Discourse of Rev. Father Mateo, the Apostle of the Enthronement of 
the Sacred Heart in Families. — Enthronement of the Sacred Heart in Families. — 
The Enthronement Not a New Devotion. — Rev. Father Mateo’s Approbation. — 
Act of Consecration.— A Most Important and Sacred Matter. — St. Michael 
Protects His Clients. — “The Guardian Angel Held Me.’’ — Visible Presence of 
Her Guardian Angel. — Origin of the Indulgence of the Portiuncula. — Purchase 
War Saving Stamps. : 





Extra Fine Rolled Gold Chain Rosaries 


No. 101 Small beads, cross in Roman Gold Finish $1.35 
No. 102 Large beads, cross in Bright Gold Finish 2.50 
No. IOI and No. 102 can be had in various colors. 





No. 103 Beautiful oblong Jet beads with tastefully carved 
cross in Roman Gold Finish 3.00 


No. 104 FOR FESTIVE OCCASIONS. — Beads of perfect 
imitation pearl. Each bead reinforced by acap to 
insure durability. A crucifix 234 inches in length 
embellished by beautiful chased relief work, the 
cross itself being made of clear pearl to harmonize 
with beads. A handsome gift, not only for brides 
and young ladies, but also an appropriate remem- 
brance for a mother’s silver or golden jubilee 6.00 


Cocoa Rosaries on Steel Chain 


No. 20 Small rosary, 15 inches in length, something for 

young men and boys 0.35 
No. 21 Oval beads, rosary 18 inches in length, strong chain 0.40 
No. 22 Small oval beads, rosary 18 inches in length, link 


chain, 2 inch cross 0.50 
No. 22 Large oval beads, rosary 20 inches in length, strong 

link chain, 1% inch cross 0.50 
No. 23 Medium size beads, chain between each, rosary 22% 

inches in length, 158 inch cross 0.60 
No. 23 Large oval beads on fine link chain, rosary 20 

inches in length, 2 inch cross 0.60 


When remittance accompanies the order, rosaries will be blessed with the 
Dominican, Crosier, and Papal indulgences, and leaflet of explanation will be sent. 


Crucifixes 
4 inch Nickel Bound Mission Cross $0.40 
9% inch Artistic Standing Crucifix, metal, Roman Gold Finish, 
something of surpassing beauty and durability 2.2% 


Scapular Lockets 


No. 63 On gold-filled chain $2.50 — No. 64 On gold-filled chain 3.00 
No. 65 Army Locket, not on chain, with U. S. emblem, some- 
thing for men, especially for soldiers 1.50 


No. 66 Not on chain, plain or engraved 2.25 
Each locket contains scapular medal and place for piéture. 
No. 95 Scapular medallions with rolled-gold-plated rim. — 
This tasty little medal or medallion must be seen to be 
appreciated, may be attached to chain or pin 0.25 
No. 96 Gilt Scapular Medal 0.25 
No. 97 Aluminum Scapular Medals — 4 for 0.25 
ST. BENEDICT JUBILEE MEDAL. Heavily gold-plated, 
% in. in diameter, guaranteed for 20 years 1.25 


REMARK: Jubilee medals are Struck only at MONTECASSINO, ITALY. 
There are imitations of this medal circulated in our country, which however, can 


not be enriched with the blessing of the GENUINE Jubilee Medal. 
Articles here listed sent postpaid. 
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Short but Good 


A practical Catholic manifests his zeal for souls by giving good 
example; a zealous Catholic by circulating instructive and edifying 
literature. In our time truth and whatever fosters piety must be pre- 
sented in clear, concise language, that the mass of common people and 
the scores of busy people may read with benefit and with pleasure. 


Read the excellent assortment of booklets listed below. Written 
in a clear, forcible style, these pamphlets breathe a spirit of piety 
which cannot fail to incite the heart to virtue, and effect an im- 
measurable amount of good. 


Per copy 10 cents; 100 copies $8.00. 
Go to Joseph, the Foster-father of Jesus. 


Per copy 5 cents; 100 copies $4.00. 
Words of Consolation for the Sick and Afflicted. 
Prayer, the Great Means of Grace. 
Communion Devotions in Union with Mary. 
Magnificence of the Love of God. 
Little Devotions to the Holy Infant Jesus. 
Indulgenced Prayers and Aspirations. 
Conformity to the Will of God. 
All for Thee, O Heart of Jesus! 
Devotions to St. Joseph. 


2 copies 5 cents; 100 copies $2.00. 
p 


Communicate Frequently and Devoutly. 
True Veneration of the Sacred Heart. 
The Fountain of Grace. 

Devotion to Mary. 

Devotion to the Mother of Sorrows. 
Assist the Souls in Purgatory. 


3 copies 5 cents; 100 copies $1.50. 
Devotion to the Most Holy Trinity. 
Devotion to the Precious Blood. 
Message of the Sacred Heart. 
Holy Water in the Christian Home. 
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